VOL. 54 NO. 8

I FACETO FACE

CMI - Global leader for Cold
Rolling and Metal Industry

CMI designs, modernizes and overhauls equipment in the energy, defence, steel-
making sectors and industry in general. Its aim is to improve the economic, technical
and environmental performance of industrial equipment throughout its life cycle.

CMI places numerous winning assets at the disposal of its customers: a unique
combination of expertise in engineering and maintenance, proven experience in
managing international projects, a wide geographic and technological capacity and
innovation centered on the practical needs of its customers.

CMI Group has developed its geographic coverage and technology unremittingly since
2002. The Group now boasts operational units in Europe, the United States, Brazil
Russia, India and China, supported by an international marketing and sales network.
Some 3,200 employees in all provide a pool of talents commensurate with company’s
ambitions.

Mr. Bernard Serin — President & Chairman of the Board was in India during the month
of November 2010 along with the members of the Board of Directors of CMI Group.
Mr. Santosh Mahanti, Editor of Iron & Steel Review took the opportunity to engage in

a dialogue with him.

Santosh Mahanti: CMI Industry is one of the leading
providers to Cold Rolling and Metal Processing Industry
in the world, however, the sector is very much competitive
with so many players operating in the field. How CMI would
maintain its position as a leader?

Bernard Serin: CMI Industry has realized about 18 months
ago soon after the acquisition of CMI FPE, that world over
there will be a need for solutions, which will marry competitive
positioning of what erstwhile FPE produced, and what the
European and American parts of CMI have been offering
from our basket of products. Taking the “best of both worlds”,
we are now able to offer efficient and competitive
manufacturing base and reliable sourcing. We have also set
up Center of Excellence for rolling mills and processing lines
where the best of experts from steel plants and industry are
concentrating their efforts on making, related industrial
processes more efficient and ever more sustainable by reducing
energy consumption, reusing waste heat, and reducing carbon
dioxide emissions or by recycling pollutant emissions. As
you can see, CMI is definitely offering improvements of the
total cost of ownership of industrial equipment. These
differentiators are being well received by our customers and

Mr. Bernard Serin — President & Chairman of the
Board, Cockerill Maintenance & Ingénierie

they continue to support us with fairly good order book
inspite of other operators in our business.

SM : What is the biggest challenge that CMI faces as it
seeks further growth and expansion?

BS : CMlI is a diversified group with a global footprint in
Energy, Defence, Industry and Services sectors. When some
of our markets are at idling speed because of the poor
economic climate, we also have others whose good
performance more than compensates this. As a result, CMI
is able to resist the current economic upheavals better than
other players in the economic world. Nevertheless, we also
have challenges as we grow our business worldwide. Each
of the sectors mentioned above have different challenges
ranging from almost no future investments in steel industry
in USA, Europe to rapid growth of this industry in India,
which impacts our Industry, and Services business to
geopolitical considerations, which impact our Defence
business. Similarly, Energy sector is also at the mercy of
new investments for gas-based power plants. However, we
are happy with our progress, which may be summed as slow,

but steady in the recent past.
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